AP American Government and Politics





Mr. Shears

Syllabus and Course Outline

Welcome


Welcome to AP American Government and Politics.  I am glad you have accepted the challenge to experience an in-depth study of what makes the American political system tick.  It will be a year of discovery, discussion, debate, and perhaps even a little drama as we confront fundamental questions about American democracy in the 21st century, such as:  Who has power? How do they acquire and wield it?  For what purpose?  Is the American democratic system fair and effective?  How can it be improved?  How can we, as American citizens, get involved in the political process to improve our lives?

What You Should Expect


As you know, AP courses are intended to be ‘college-level’ courses.  The pace will be brisk, the reading difficult, the tasks demanding, the standards for success high.  If you do not already have excellent reading, information processing, and analytical skills, as well as a good understanding of American history, you will struggle.  You will be required to master a large volume of content:  facts, concepts, relationships, trends.  Unlike the regular American Government course, 80% of the content must mastered on your own without my direct guidance.  Class time will be reserved only for particularly difficult concepts or deeper analysis.  On any given day, you can expect to be hearing a short lecture, analyzing primary source documents, discussing current events, debating controversial issues, simulating a political activity, or writing an in-class essay.  In other words, we will use class time in a variety of ways to build on what you are learning in the homework readings as well as strengthen the skills you will need to be successful on the AP exam.

What I Expect of You


Your primary job in this class is to be a self-directed, self-motivated learner.  That means not only taking responsibility for the day-to-day assignments, but additionally, 


* making sure you get your questions answered 


* continually reviewing the material as we progress through the course


* changing your system of studying if your test results are poor


* not wasting our class time with disruptive chatter or off-topic remarks


* getting extra help from me during my ‘office hours’


* not passively waiting to be entertained, but actively involving yourself in the process


* bringing an attitude of curiosity, enthusiasm, and purposefulness to the 
classroom 
every day!!

About the Course Content (overview)


Obviously, I will be organizing the course to align with the College Board requirements. As the course title suggests, we will not only study the formal structure of the American government spelled out in the Constitution, we will also study “politics” – how the ‘game is played’ so to speak.  We will spend the first half of the course studying the basic structure and formal institutions of the American governmental system. The second half of the course will focus on the political behaviors, organizations, and processes that influence how public policy actually happens in America.  


Here is a basic outline for the course:  (each unit is approx. 3 – 5 weeks long)

Unit I:  Foundations of American Government & Political Ideology

Unit II:  Overview of the U.S. Constitution & Federalism

Unit III:  Structure of American Government:  The Executive & The Bureaucracy

Unit IV:  Structure of American Government:  The Legislative & The Judicial Branches

Unit V:  Political Behavior & Electoral Processes

Unit VI:  Policymaking:  Parties and Interest Groups

Unit VII: Policymaking:  The Media and Campaigns


Unit VIII:  Citizenship & Civil Liberties
About the AP Exam


The AP American Government and Politics exam will take place in early May.  All students will be expected to take the exam.  The exam format is:


1.  Multiple-Choice section:  55 questions --  80 minutes


2.  Free-Response section:  4 questions – 100 minutes  (questions weighted equally)

AP Credit Policy


The AP Government course at Ponderosa H.S. has for many years been a full-year course, even though the College Board designed it as a semester course.  The extra AP grade point credit will be awarded during the fall semester.  The spring semester will be treated as a ‘normal credit’ elective course.

Grading 


1.  Exams/Quizzes   


approx. 45%


2.  Projects/Activities/Papers 
approx. 25%


3.  Homework 


approx. 20%


4.  Class Participation 


approx. 10%

About Late Assignments and “Make-ups”

Student are expected to complete all assignments on time, and I reserve the right NOT to grade unexcused late work.  In the event of an excused absence on the scheduled test day, you will have a certain number of days to make-up the exam.  It is your responsibility to check with the teacher and reschedule the test outside of regular class time.  

More About Participation Grade

In this class, you will be actively involved in a variety of group activities, small-group discussions, simulations, games, and many other participatory endeavors.  To accomplish our goals, we will all need to recognize the value of teamwork, cooperation, and respect.  Respect means accepting each other as individuals, listening to one another, and acknowledging our collective responsibility for making the class a safe, interesting, and positive learning environment.


Violation of these general principles means that the individual is not participating and contributing in a positive way, and appropriate sanctions (i.e. loss of participation points) will be enforced.


Other Nuts-N-Bolts Stuff
*Snacks:  Please, finish your food & drinks before you come into the classroom.  Thank You!!!

*Gadgets: Please keep your phones put away and ‘silenced’ during instructional time, unless otherwise approved by Mr. Shears to facilitate a particular activity.
*Bathroom passes:  will be issued at my discretion. (Please take care of it during breaks!)  

*Tardy policy:  excessive tardies (over 3 per quarter) may result in the following:


*deduction of Participation & Contribution points.


*not being allowed to be involved in “Starter” activity


*parent notification and conference

*X-Credit Options:  There will be very little opportunity for extra credit.  Students are expected to complete assigned work and not rely on extra credit.

*Dismissal:  Mr. Shears (not a bell) will dismiss the class at the appropriate time.  The room must be clean and orderly, and students must be in their seats, for my dismissal.

My ‘Office Hours’





Contact Info

7th period M – T – F




Phone:  677-2281  ex. 2373


Lunch T & F





e-mail:  kshears@eduhsd.k12.ca.us

